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INTRODUCTORY  NOTE. 


It  is  a  mistake  to  suppose  that  a  boy  or  girl  is 
necessarily  well  employed  when  reading  a  book; 
everything  depends  upon  the  book.  The  reading 
habit  may  be  a  menace  rather  than  a  blessing  unless 
the  books  which  are  read  are  sound  and  wholesome 
in  their  tone  and  are  written  so  as  to  develop  good 
literary  standards. 

The  majority  of  parents  are  too  much  occupied  to 
read  books  intended  for  children;  the  present  list, 
therefore,  is  designed  primarily  to  aid  parents  and 
other  older  people  in  selecting  books  for  children,  but 
it  may  also  be  used  by  the  boys  and  girls  themselves. 
This  list  is  based  upon  one  originally  prepared  by  the 
following  committee  of  the  Boston  Home  and  School 
Association:  Edith  Guerrier,  Mrs.  C.  B.  Perkins, 
Annie  J.  Reed,  Katharine  H.  Shute,  Alice  M.  Jordan. 
It  has  now  been  revised  by  the  addition  of  some  titles 
and  the  exclusion  of  others. 

The  necessity  of  keeping  the  list  within  reasonable 
limits  and  the  desirability  of  offering  a  variety  of 
books  in  order  to  satisfy  different  tastes,  renders  it 
impossible  to  include  all  the  best  books  on  any  sub- 
ject; but  no  books  are  recommended  which  are  not 
among  the  best.  A  very  few  standard  novels  have 
been  included  for  the  benefit  of  the  more  mature  boys 
and  girls.  All  the  books  mentioned  in  the  list  may 
be  found  at  the  Boston  Public  Library  and  its 
Branches. 


BOOKS  FOR  HOME  READING 


PICTURE  BOOKS  AND  STORIES  FOR  LITTLE 
CHILDREN. 

Adelborg,  Ottilia.     Clean  Peter  and  the  children  of 

Grubbylea. 
Andrews,   Jane.     Stories    Mother    Nature   told    her 

children. 
Arnold,  Sarah,  and  C.  B.  Gilbert.    Stepping  stones  to 

literature.    3  books. 
Baldwin,  James.    Child  life  readers.    3  books. 

—  Fairy  stories  and  fables. 

Burgess,  T.  W.    Old  Mother  West  Wind. 
Caldecott,  R.    Picture  books. 
Cox,  Palmer.    The  Brownie  books. 

There  are  six  of  these,  all  with  amusing  pictures. 

Craik,  D.  M.    Adventures  of  a  brownie. 
Crane,  Walter.     [Various  titles.] 
Deming,  E.  W.    Indian  child  life. 
Dodge,  M.  M.,  editor.     New  baby  world. 
Eddy,  S.  J.     Friends  and  helpers. 

A  collection  of  animal  stories  for  the  younger  children. 

Goldsmith,  Oliver.     Goody  Two-shoes. 

Grover,  E.   O.     Overall  boys. 

Hopkins,  W.  J.    The  sandman,  his  farm  stories. 

This  is  good  to  read  aloud  at  bedtime  to  little  children. 

—  The  sandman,  his  ship  stories. 
Jackson,  H.  H.     Cat  stories. 
Jewett,  S.  O.     Play  days. 

Mother  Goose's  melodies  for  children. 

Norton,  C.  E.,  editor.    Heart  of  oak  books.    Vols.  I.  2. 

Rhymes  and  jingles  and  easy  fairy  tales. 

O'Shea,  M.  V.,  editor.    Six  nursery  classics. 
Peary,  J.  D.     Snow  baby. 
Potter,  Beatrix.     Peter  Rabbit. 

All  the  little  books  by  this  author  are  favorites  with  children. 


Richards,  L.  E.    Four  feet,  two  feet  and  no  feet. 

Animal  stories  for  very  little  children. 

—  Five-minute  stories. 

Robinson,  Louise.     At  the  open  door. 
Schwartz,  J.  A.    Five  little  strangers. 
Scudder,  H.  E.,  editor.    Fables  and  folk  stories. 
Trimmer,  S.  K.    History  of  the  robins. 
Welsh,  Charles,  editor.    Book  of  nursery  rhymes. 
Wiltse,  S.  E.    Folk-lore  stories  and  proverbs. 

FAIRY  TALES.  MYTHS  AND  LEGENDS. 

Aesop.     Fables. 

Andersen,  H.  C.    Fairy  tales. 

Arabian   nights'   entertainments,   edited   by  Andrew 

Lang. 
Baldwin,  James.    Old  Greek  stories. 

—  Story  of  Roland. 

—  Story  of  Siegfried. 

Brown,  A.  F.    Book  of  saints  and  friendly  beasts. 

—  In  the  days  of  giants. 

Buckley,  E.  F.    Children  of  the  dawn. 
Bulfinch,  Thomas.    Age  of  fable. 
Carroll,  Lewis,  pseud.    Alice's  adventures  in  Wonder- 
land. 

—  Through  the  looking-glass. 
Chapin,  A.  A.    Story  of  the  Rhinegold. 
Church,  A.  J.    Heroes  of  chivalry  and  romance. 

—  Story  of  the  Iliad. 

Craik,  D.  M.    The  little  lame  prince. 

Francillon,  R.  E.    Gods  and  heroes. 

Grimm  Brothers.    Household  stories. 

Harris,  J.  C.    Uncle  Remus,  his  songs  and  sayings. 

Hawthorne,  Nathaniel.    Tanglewood  tales. 

—  Wonder  book. 

Jacobs,  Joseph,  editor.    English  fairy  tales. 

—  Celtic  fairy  tales. 
Kingsley,  Charles.    The  heroes. 

—  Water  babies. 

Kipling,  Rudyard.    The  jungle  book. 

—  Just  so  stories. 

—  Second  jungle  book. 


Lang,  Andrew,  editor.    The  blue  fairy  book. 

—  The  book  of  romance. 

—  The  yellow  fairy  book. 

Lanier,  Sidney,  editor.    The  boy's  King  Arthur. 
Lorenzini,    Carlo.     Pinnochio,   the  adventures   of  a 

marionette. 
Mabie,  H.  W.    Norse  stories  retold  from  the  Eddas. 
Macdonald,  George.    At  the  back  of  the  North  Wind. 

—  The  princess  and  the  goblin. 

Macleod,  Mary.    Book  of  King  Arthur  and  his  noble 
knights. 

—  Stories  from  the  Faerie  Queene. 

Marvin,  F.  S.,  and  others.    Adventures  of  Odysseus. 

Musset,  Paul  de.    Mr.  Wind  and  Madam  Rain. 

Pyle,  Howard.    Wonder  clock. 

Ruskin,  John.    King  of  the  Golden  River. 

Scudder,  H.  E.    Children's  book:   a  collection  of  the 

best  and  most  famous  stories  and  poems  in  the 

English  language. 
Stockton,  F.  R.    Fanciful  tales. 
Thackeray,  W.  M.    The  rose  and  the  ring. 
Wilson,  J.  L.    Myths  of  the  red  children. 

POETRY  AND  SONG. 

Alexander,  Francesca.    The  hidden  servants. 
Italian  legends  and  stories  of  the  saints. 

Bellamy,  B.  W.,  and  M.  W.  Goodwin,  editors.    Open 
sesame.    3  vols. 
Good  collections  of  prose  and  poetry  for  speaking  and  read- 
ing. 
Chisholm,  Louey,  compiler.    The  golden  staircase. 
Elliott,  J.  W.    National  nursery  rhymes  and  nursery 

songs,  set  to  music. 
Field,  Eugene.     Love  songs  of  childhood. 
Forsythe,  Clarence,  compiler.     Old  songs  for  young 
America. 
Words   and  music. 

Gayley,  C.  M.,  and  M.  C.  Flaherty,  compilers.    Poetry 
of  the  people. 
Contains  English,  Scottish,  Irish  and  American  poems,  be- 
sides some  of  the  old  ballads. 

Hazard,  Bertha,  compiler.  Three  years  with  the  poets. 


Henley,  W.  E.,  compiler.    Lyra  heroica. 

Ingpen,   Roger,  compiler.     One  thousand  poems   for 

children. 
Lanier,  Sidney,  editor.     The  boy's  Percy. 
A  book  of  famous  ballads. 

Lear,  Edmund.    Nonsense  books. 

Full  of  funny  verses  and  pictures. 

Macaulay,  T.  B.    Lays  of  ancient  Rome. 
Repplier,  Agnes,  compiler.    Book  of  famous  verse. 
St.  Nicholas  songs.     [Words  and  music.l 
Shute,  K.  H.,  compiler.    Land  of  song.    3  vols. 
Stevenson,  R.  L.    Child's  garden  of  verses. 
Whittier,  J.  G.,  compiler.     Child-life  in  verse. 
Wiggin,  K.  D.,  and  N.  A.  Smith,  compilers.  Posy  ring; 
a  book  of  verse  for  children. 

—  Golden  numbers;  a  book  of  verse  for  youth. 

STORIES. 
Abbott,  Jacob.     Rollo  books. 

Simple,  wholesome  stories  of  country  children. 

Aguilar,  Grace.    The  days  of  Bruce. 

A  romance  of  Scotland's  brave  deliverer. 

Alcott,  L.  M.    Little  men. 

—  Little  women. 

—  Under  the  lilacs. 

These  three  are  the  best  of  Miss  Alcott's  books.    Under  the 
lilacs  can  be  rear'  by  the  younger  children. 

Aldrich  T.  B     The  story  of  a  bad  boy. 

Tells  of  the  author's  own  boyhood  in  a  New  England  town. 

He  was  "not  a  very  bad  boy." 
Austen,  Jane.     Pride  and  prejudice. 

An  English  story  for  older  girls,  telling  of  the  social  life  and 

the  love  affairs  of  the  Bennett  family. 
Baldwin,  James.    Fifty  famous  stories. 

Contains  incidents   "in  the  lives   of  well-known  heroes  and 

famous  men." 
Barbour,  R.  H.    Captain  of  the  crew. 

—  Weatherby's  inning. 

Bearne,  David,  S.J.    Lance  and  his  friends. 

—  Ridingdale  boys. 

English  school  and  home  life.     The  same  characters  appear 
in  both  books. 


Bennett,  John.     Master  Skylark. 

Tells  the  adventures  of  a  boy  who  lived  in  Shakespeare's  time, 
and  whose  wonderful  voice  was  the  cause  of  strange  experi- 
ences. 

Blackmore,  R.  D.     Lorna  Doone. 

Tale  of  the  savage  deeds  of  the  outlaw  Doones,  the  beauty  of 
the  hapless  maid  brought  up  in  the  midst  of  them,  the  plain 
John  Ridd's  herculean  power  and  the  exploits  of  Tom  Faggus. 
— Preface. 

Brooks,  E.  S.    Master  of  the  Strong  Hearts. 

Brooks,  Noah.     Boy  emigrants. 

Brown,  H.  D.     Little  Miss  Phoebe  Gay. 

—  Two  college  girls. 

Bulwer-Lytton,  G.  E.  L.    Last  days  of  Pompeii. 

Life  and  manners  in  the  most  powerful  and  luxurious  period 
of  the  Roman  Empire;  ending  with  the  awful  destruction  of 
Pompeii. 

Bunyan,  John.    Pilgrim's  Progress. 

Burnett,  F.  H.    The  secret  garden. 

Cervantes  Saavedra.     Don  Quixote. 

Clark,  H.  H.    Boy  life  in  the  United  States  Navy. 

Clemens,  S.  L.     (Mark  Twain.)     The  prince  and  the 
pauper. 
Two  boys,  little   Edward  VI.  of  England   and   Tom   Canty, 
change  places  and  both  have  many  wonderful  adventures. 

Coolidge,  Susan.    What  Katy  did. 

The  whole  Katy  series  is  suitable  for  girls  from  10  to  12. 

Cooper,  J.  F.    The  deerslayer. 

—  Last  of  the  Mohicans. 

—  The  spy. 

The  spy  is  a  Revolutionary  story.  The  other  two  belong  to 
the  Leatherstocking  tales,  all  of  which  are  recommended. 

Craik,  D.  M.    John  Halifax,  Gentleman. 

Story  of  two  friends  as  boys  and  men,  one  the  son  of  a  pros- 
perous man,  the  other  a  poor  boy  who  works  his  way  up  to 
a  position  of  influence  and  honor,  each  a  hero  in  his  own  way. 

Defoe,  Daniel.     Robinson  Crusoe. 
Dickens,  Charles.     Christmas  carol. 

—  David  Copperfield. 

—  Nicholas  Nickleby. 

—  A  tale  of  two  cities. 
Dix,  B.  M.    Merrylips. 


Dodge,  M.  M.    Hans  Brinker. 

The  best  story  ever  written  of  boy  and  girl  life  in  Holland. 
Duncan,  Norman.    Adventures  of  Billy  Topsail. 

Fishing  and   hunting  in   Labrador. 

Edgeworth,  Maria.    The  parent's  assistant. 

A  collection  of  old-fashioned  short  stories. 

Eliot,  George,  pseud.    Silas  Marner. 

The  older  boys  and  girls  will  find  much  to  enjoy,  although 
there  is  tragedy  in  this  account  of  English  country  life. 

Ewing,  J.  H.    Jackanapes. 

The  hero  is  a  boy  who  becomes  an  English  soldier  and  dies 
an  heroic  death. 

—  Six  to  sixteen. 

A  school  story  for  girls. 
Finn,  F.  J.    Best  foot  forward. 
French,  H.  W.    Lance  of  Kanana. 
Gaskell,  E.  S.    Cranford. 

A  delightful  picture  for  the  older  girls  of  the  tea  parties  and 

social  life  in  a  quaint  English  village. 
Goss,  W.  L.    Jed;  a  boy's  adventures  in  the  army  of 

'6i-'65. 
Grinnell,  G.  B.    Jack  among  the  Indians. 
Hale,  E.  E.    The  man  without  a  country. 
Hale,  L.  P.    Peterkin  papers. 
Harraden,  Beatrice.     Things  will  take  a  turn. 

The  little  girl  in  this  book  always   saw  the  sunny  side  of 

things. 
Hawthorne,  Nathaniel.    House  of  the  seven  gables. 

The  romance  of  an  old  Salem  house  and  the  sorrows  and  joys 

of  the  people  who  lived  in  it. 

—  The  snow  image  and  other  twice-told  tales. 
Hayes,  I.  I.    Cast  away  in  the  cold. 

Howells,  W.  D.        Christmas  every  day  and  other 

stories. 
Hughes,  Thomas.    Tom  Brown's  schooldays. 
Hugo,  Victor.    Jean  Valjean.    Edited  by  S.  E.  Wiltse. 
Includes  the  most  interesting  part  of  Les  miserables. 

Irving,  Washington.    Rip  Van  Winkle. 
Jackson,  H.  H.    Nelly's  silver  mine. 

Story  of  Colorado,  and  how  a  little  girl  found  a  mine. 

—  Ramona. 

A  story  of  Indian  life  for  the  older  girls. 


Jacobs,  C.  E.    A  Texas  Blue  Bonnet. 
Jewett,  S.  O.     Betty  Leicester. 

—  A  country  doctor. 

Tells  how  a  high-spirited  girl  brought  up  in  the  household  of 
a  fine  old  country  doctor  solves  the  problem  of  her  life  work. 

Kaler,  J.  O.     (James  Otis.)     Toby  Tyler. 

An  easy  and  entertaining  story  of  a  circus  boy  and  his  pet 
monkey. 

—  Mr.  Stubbs's  brother. 

Sequel  to  Toby  Tyler. 

King,  Charles.    Cadet  days.     (West  Point.) 
Kipling,  Rudyard.     "Captains  Courageous;"  a  story 
of  the  Grand  Banks. 

—  Kim. 

The  "Little  friend  of  all  the  world,"  Kim,  was  a  street  boy 
in    India. 

Lamb,  Charles,  and  Mary  Lamb.    Tales  from  Shake- 
speare. 
Lucas,  E.  V.    The  slowcoach. 
Marryat,  Frederick.    Settlers  in  Canada. 
Masefield,  John.    Jim  Davis. 

Mason,  A.  B.    Tom  Strong,  Washington's  scout. 
Molesworth,-M.  L.    Carrots. 

—  Two  little  waifs. 

The  author's  other  stories,  all  of  English  children,  are  recom- 
mended. 
Munroe,  Kirk.     Campmates. 

—  Derrick  Sterling. 

A  story  of  the  Pennsylvania  mines. 

Page,  T.  N.    Two  little  confederates. 

Pier,  A.  S.    Boys  of  St.  Timothy's. 

Porter,  Jane.     Scottish  chiefs. 

A  tale  of  Wallace  and  Bruce  and  Scotland's  struggle  for  inde- 
pendence. 

Pyle,  Howard.     Men  of  iron. 
Days  of  chivalry. 

—  Merry  adventures  of  Robin  Hood. 

—  Otto  of  the  silver  hand. 

The  tale  of  a  "little  boy  who  lived  and  suffered  in  the  dark 

middle   ages." 
Pyle,  Katharine.     Nancy  Rutledge. 
Rankin,  C.  W.    Dandelion  cottage. 
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Richards,  L.  E.     Queen  Hildegarde. 
Scott,  Sir  Walter.    Ivanhoe. 

—  Kenilworth. 

—  Quentin  Durward. 

—  The  talisman. 

Of  these  four  novels  of  Scott  Ivanhoe  is  the  best  with  which 

to   begin. 
Seawell,  M.  E.    Little  Jarvis. 

The  time  is  that  of  the  sea  fight  between  the  Vengeance  and 

the   Constellation. 
Shaw,  F.  L.    Castle  Blair. 

A  lively  story  of  a  family  of  children  who  come  from  India 

to  make  their  home  with  an  uncle  in  Ireland. 
Smith,  M.  P.  W.    Jolly  good  times;  or,  child  life  on 
a  farm. 

The  other  books  in  this  series  are  also  recommended. 

Snedden,  G.  M.    Docas,  the  Indian  boy. 
Spyri,  Johanna.    Heidi;  a  little  Swiss  girl's  city  and 
mountain  life. 

—  Moni  the  goat  boy. 

Stein,  Evaleen.    Gabriel  and  the  hour  book. 
Stevenson,  R.  L.    Black  arrow. 
A  tale  of  the  Wars  of  the  Roses. 

—  David  Balfour. 
Sequel  to  Kidnapped. 

—  Kidnapped. 

—  Treasure  Island. 

This  pirate  story  is  recommended  for  eighth  grade  reading, 
but  many  boys  will  like  it  earlier. 
Stoddard,  W.  O.     Little  Smoke. 

—  Two  arrows. 
Stories  of  Indian  life. 

Stowe,  H.  B.    Little  Pussy  Willow. 

Tells  about  the  happy  life  of  a  little  New  England  country 
girl  and  the  city  girl  who  visits  her. 

Stuart,  R.  McE.    Story  of  Babette,  a  little  Creole  girl. 
Taggart,  M.  A.    The  little  grey  house. 
Trowbridge,  J.  T.     Jack  Hazard  series. 
True,  J.  P.    Scouting  for  Washington. 
Vachell,  H.  A.    The  hill. 

A  story  of  a  friendship.    For  the  older  boys. 


Vaile,  C.  M.    The  Orcutt  girls. 

Van  Dyke,  Henry.     First  Christmas  tree. 

Wallace,  Lew.    Ben  Hur. 

The  chariot  race  is  the  most  thrilling  part  of  this  tale  of 
Palestine  in  the  days  of  Christ. 

Warner,  C.  D.     Being  a  boy. 

The  summer  and  winter  life  of  a  country  boy  in  New  Eng- 
land. 

White,  E.  O.     A  little  girl  of  long  ago. 

—  When  Molly  was  six. 
White,  S.  E.    The  magic  forest. 

This  is  not  a  fairy  tale,  but  tells  of  a  little  boy's  year  witlr 
Indians    in   the   Canadian   forest. 

Wiggin,  K.  D.    The  birds'  Christmas  carol. 

—  Polly  Oliver's  problem. 

—  Rebecca  of  Sunnybrook  Farm. 
Wilkins,  M.  E.  The  green  door. 
Wiseman,  Nicholas  P.  S.    Fabiola. 

A  vivid  description  of  pagan  Rome  and  the  Christian  martyrs 

in   the  Coliseum. 
Wyss,  J.  R.    Swiss  family  Robinson. 
Yonge,  C.  M.    The  daisy  chain. 

—  The  dove  in  the  eagle's  nest. 

A  story  of  Germany  in  the  15th  century,  and  of  life  in  th* 
castle  of  a  robber  baron. 

—  The  little  duke. 

NATURAL  SCIENCE  AND  ANIMAL  STORIES. 

Bostock,  F.  C.    The  training  of  wild  animals. 
Breck,  Edward.     Wilderness  pets. 
Burroughs,  John.     Birds  and  bees,  Sharp  eyes  and 
other  papers. 

—  Squirrels  and  other  fur-bearers. 

—  Wake-robin. 

Chapman,  F.  M.     Bird-life;  a  guide  to  the  study  of 

our  common  birds. 
Dickerson,  M.  C.     Moths  and  butterflies. 
Duncan,  F.  M.     The  seashore. 
Hawkes,    C.   F.      Shaggycoat:    the    biography   of   a 

beaver. 
Ingersoll,  Ernest.    Book  of  the  ocean. 
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Lang,  Andrew,  editor.    The  animal  story  book. 

Martin,  M.  E.    The  friendly  stars. 

Miller,  O.  T.     First  book  of  birds. 

Morley,  M.  W.     Bee  people. 

Parsons,  F.  T.    (Mrs  Dana.)    How  to  know  the  wild 

flowers. 
Roberts,  C.  G.  D.    Red  Fox. 

Rogers,  J.  E.    Trees  that  every  child  should  know. 
Saunders,  Marshall.     Beautiful  Toe. 

A  favorite  dog  story. 

Sewell,  Anna.     Black  Beauty. 

The  best  liked  horse  story  written  for  children. 
Shaler,  N.  S.    A  first  book  in  geology. 
Verrill,  A.  H.    Harper's  Book  for  young  naturalists. 
Weed,  C.  M.     Wild  flower  families. 

GAMES,  INVENTIONS  AND  HANDICRAFTS. 

Baker,  R.  S.    The  boy's  book  of  inventions. 
Bancroft,  J.  H.     Games  for  the  playground,  home, 

school  and  gymnasium. 
Beard,  D.  C.    Field  and  forest  handy  book. 

—  Jack  of  all  trades. 

Beard,  Lina,  and  A.  B.  Beard.    Things  worth  doing 

and  how  to  do  them. 
Bubier,  E.  T.     Experimental  electricity. 
Burrell,  C.  B.   (C.  F.  Benton.)   A  little  cook  book  for 

a  little  girl. 

—  Saturday  mornings;  or,  how  Margaret  learned  to 
keep  house. 

Canfield,   Dorothy,  and  others.     What  shall  we  do 

now? 
Duncan,  Frances.    When  mother  lets  us  garden. 
Games  book  for  boys  and  girls. 
Hill,  C.  T.     Fighting  a  fire. 
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